From the mechanisms of lymphocyte activation to internal activity in the immune system.
The principles of lymphocyte activation were summarized for all three sets of immunocompetent cells: B cells, cytotoxic cells and helper T lymphocytes. They were then used to derive the basic mechanisms and specificities which drive internal activity in the normal immune system and which select available antibody repertoires. It was postulated that "natural antibodies" are induced by "natural helper cells" and are selected on the basis of their idiotypic profiles, which are complementary to available T-helper-cell repertoires. "Natural idiotypes" would then carry idiotopes similar to MHC epitopes, the predominant germ-line specificity of T-cell repertoires.